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● Next steps
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Project overview & timeline



Mountain View Biodiversity and Urban Forest Plan  
What is it? A set of visions, goals and objectives based on science & community 
priorities to improve biodiversity and the urban forest for increased access to, 
enjoyment of, and benefits from nature.

Community: 
what’s 

needed?

City: 
what’s 

feasible?

Science: 
what’s 

needed?

Urban Forest
The entire population of trees in an urban area, 
including in both built-up and vegetated areas.

Biodiversity
The diversity of all living things in an ecosystem 

(e.g., mammals, pollinators, plants, birds).



Mountain View Biodiversity and Urban Forest Plan  

California-Native 
Species

All organisms (including 
plants and animals) that 
have evolved in and are 
adapted to California’s 
physical and biological 

conditions.

Climate-Adapted & 
Regionally-Appropriate Species

Organisms that may not be native to California, 
are not invasive, and can tolerate the region’s climate, 

soils, and other environmental characteristics.

Resilience
The ability of something to continue to provide desired 

functions over time, even when faced with disturbances and 
stressors. 



Expected biodiversity benefits of urban greening: 
shifting ecological communities



Project Process and Timeline

Review Policies & Precedents

Assess Existing Conditions, 
Opportunities, & Constraints

Community Outreach and Engagement 

Develop Vision, Goals, & Actions

Develop Implementation & Evaluation

Review, finalize, & adopt 
Biodiversity Strategy & Urban Forest Plan
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Existing conditions



● Reviewed local-, state-, and federal-level policies, plans, and scientific reports
● Distilled research into key themes, recommendations, needs, and 

opportunities, including:

Preserve and increase city tree canopy cover
Preserve, improve, and restore existing wildlife habitat

Create new habitats and open spaces
Improve resiliency and habitat provision of urban landscapes

Implement and promote Integrated Pest Management (IPM) practices
Environmental outreach, communication, and education

Policy & Precedent Review



Creek

Artificial Path

Existing Conditions, Opportunities, & Constraints

Historical Present Day

SFEI Western Santa Clara Valley 
Historical Ecology Study
SFEI Historical Baylands  

USDA Forest Service vegetation mapsData sources:
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Riparian mixed 
hardwood ✓

Chaparral ✓

Oak savanna ✓

Oak woodland ✓ ✓

Non-native / 
ornamental grass ✓

Non-native / ornamental 
conifer / hardwood ✓

Agriculture ✓

Urban / 
developed ✓

past presentpast present

Tidal flat ✓

Alkali meadow ✓

Tidal marsh ✓ ✓

Shallow bay / 
channel ✓ ✓

Willow grove ✓

Valley freshwater 
marsh ✓

Wet meadow ✓

Perennial 
freshwater pond ✓ ✓

Landscape change

✓

✓

✓



Elements that support urban biodiversity

Urban Biodiversity Framework
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Habitat patch conditions
> 2 acres > 10 acres > 130 acres EdgeCore

Protection StatusCore Patch AreaPatch Size

UnprotectedProtected
Habitat patches in Mountain View

Parks outside 
MV

Other park area 
(not a patch)

Other park areas

PRELIMINARY FIGURES



“Urban matrix” quality
Vegetation Cover Tree Canopy Cover

Habitat 
patches

Higher Lower Higher Lower

PRELIMINARY FIGURES



Special Ecological 
Resources

Large oak trees (20+ in diameter)

Artificial path, canal, or ditch

Stream/river

Water body

Patch

Wetland
Data sources:

SFEI Bay Area Aquatic Resource Inventory
National Hydrography Dataset
Bay Area Protected Areas Database
California Protected Areas Database
California Conservation Easement Database
Trust for Public Land ParkServe database
Mountain View Public Tree Inventory (2015)

PRELIMINARY FIGURES



2% 14% 

Public trees: Not many public trees are native to the 
region, and climate change will pose further 
challenges

85%
Non-native 13%

Locally 
native

2%
California 

native

1%

PRELIMINARY FIGURES

Proportion 
of total

Proportion of 
locally-native

9% Other

Mountain View Public Tree Inventory (2015)
Data source:

10% * 77% Coast 
redwood

Coast live oak
Valley oak
Western redbud
California bay
Box elder
White alder

* the most 
abundant public tree 
in Mountain View

Big leaf maple
Interior live oak
Madrone
Blue elderberry



● Selecting ~ 10 species associated with habitats 
in Mountain View, both historically and today

● Their stories will be woven throughout 
the Plan

Focal species Wilson’s Warbler

Bilobed Looper Moth

Southern Alligator Lizard

Western Pygmy-Blue

Horn-faced leafcutting bee

Colorado mason bee

Acorn Woodpecker

Pacific Chorus Frog

Threespine SticklebackCalifornia Vole

PRELIMINARY LIST



Engagement



Community engagement schedule

Mountain View Farmers’ Market Pop-Up Sat, Jun 30  complete

General Community Workshop Thurs, Jul 18  complete

Kids & Families Workshop Sat, Aug 10  complete

Online Community Survey Launching!

Teen Workshop Mon, Sept 16  up next!

Senior Center Pop-Up Wed, Oct 2

Mandarin- and Spanish-speaking Workshops Wed, Oct 2

General Community Workshop Thurs, Oct 17



Other City and partner engagements

Workshop with stakeholders Nov 2024

City project team input and support with draft Jan-April 2025

City releases draft to PRC, other advisory bodies May 2025

PRC meeting: discuss draft Plan Jun 11, 2025

Environmental Planning Commission: discuss draft Plan Jun 18, 2025

PRC meeting: discuss revised draft Aug 2025

City Council meeting: review revised draft Fall 2025

City council meeting: review final draft Dec 2025



Pop-up events



Public Workshops



Engagement highlights

What do you hope nature will look (sound, feel, smell) like in Mountain View?



Engagement highlights

PRELIMINARY FIGURES

What are your priorities?



Engagement highlights

PRELIMINARY FIGURES



Engagement highlights

PRELIMINARY FIGURES



Community survey to inform the Vision and Goals

Aligning the vision, 
prioritizing goals

Why are biodiversity and trees important to the Mountain 
View community?

Managing trade-offs What are the concerns of biodiversity and urban forestry 
initiatives?

Opportunities and 
threats

Where is biodiversity and urban forest support needed? What 
are the challenges to address?

Strategies for 
implementation What should the City focus on?



Next steps



Project Process and Timeline

Review Policies & Precedents

Assess Existing Conditions, 
Opportunities, & Constraints

Community Outreach and Engagement 

Develop Vision, Goals, & Actions

Develop Implementation & Evaluation

Review, finalize, & adopt 
Biodiversity Strategy & Urban Forest Plan
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The public is welcome to join us at future 
engagement events!

Online Community Survey Launching!

Teen Workshop Mon, Sept 16

Senior Center Pop-Up Wed, Oct 2

Mandarin- and Spanish-speaking Workshops Wed, Oct 2

General Community Workshop Thurs, Oct 17



Continue the conversation on our website!
If there are topics we missed or you 
have additional feedback, please 
visit our website and share with 
us! 

BiodiversityMV.com

http://biodiversitymv.com


BiodiversityMV.com

http://biodiversitymv.com

